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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended) The digital camera according to Claim [[1]] 10, wherein 
said first cover device includes a cover member that is slidably actuated between an open 
position and a closed position. 

3. (Original) The digital camera according to Claim 2, wherein said cover member is 
configured to be latched in the open position and in the closed position, and is configured to 
be spring biased. 

4. (Currently Amended) The digital camera according to Claim [[1]] 10, wherein 
said first cover device is configured to actuate a power switch to said digital camera when 
said first cover device is moved from a closed position to an open position. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Currently Amended) The digital camera according to Claim [[5]] 10, wherein 
said second cover device is configured to actuate a power switch to said digital camera when 
said second cover device is moved from a closed position to an open position. 

8. (Currently Amended) The digital camera according to Claim [[5]] 10, wherein 
said first cover device is mechanically coupled to said second cover device such that said first 
cover device and said second cover device are simultaneously actuated between an open 
position and a closed position. 

9. (Currently Amended) The digital camera according to Claim [[5]] 10, further 
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comprising a flash device, said second cover device being configured to cover said flash 
device. 

10. (Previously Presented) A digital camera comprising: 
a camera body; 

an optical system having a lens positioned on a front of said camera body; 

a display device positioned on a rear of said camera body; 

a first cover device configured to cover said display device; and 

a second cover device that is configured to cover said lens, 

wherein said lens is arranged at an upper edge of the front of said camera body and 
said second cover device includes a member to cover and uncover said lens by sliding in a 
horizontal direction at the upper edge of the front of said camera body. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A digital camera comprising: 
a camera body; 

an optical system having a lens positioned on a front of said camera body; 

a display device positioned on a rear of said camera body; 

a first cover device configured to cover said display device; and 

a second cover device that is configured to cover said lens, 

wherein said lens is arranged at an upper edge of the front of said camera body and 
said second cover device includes a member to cover and uncover said lens by sliding in a 
vertical direction at the upper edge of the front of said camera body , and 

wherein said first cover and said second cover are separately provided on said camera 

body . 
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12. (Canceled) 

13. (Currently Amended) The digital camera according to Claim [[12]] 21, wherein 
said means for covering said display device includes a cover member that is slidably actuated 
between an open position and a closed position. 

14. (Original) The digital camera according to Claim 13, further comprising: 
means for latching said cover member in the open position and in the closed position; 

and 

means for biasing said cover member toward the open position or the closed position. 

15. (Currently Amended) The digital camera according to Claim [[12]] 21, wherein 
said means for covering said display device is configured to actuate a power switch to said 
digital camera when said means for covering said display device is moved from a closed 
position to an open position. 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Currently Amended) The digital camera according to Claim [[16]] 21, wherein 
said means for covering said lens is configured to actuate a power switch to said digital 
camera when said means for covering said lens is moved from a closed position to an open 
position. 

19. (Currently Amended) The digital camera according to Claim [[16]] 21, further 
comprising means for coupling said means for covering said display device to said means for 
covering said lens such that said means for covering said display device and said means for 
covering said lens are simultaneously actuated between an open position and a closed 



Application Serial No.: 09/536,022 

Reply to Office Action dated December 16, 2004 

position. 

20. (Currently Amended) The digital camera according to Claim [[16]] 21, further 
comprising a flash device, said means for covering said lens being configured to cover said 
flash device. 

21. (Previously Presented) A digital camera comprising: 
a camera body; 

an optical system having a lens positioned on a front of said camera body; 
a display device positioned on a rear of said camera body; and 
means for covering said display device, 

wherein said lens is arranged at an upper edge of the front of said camera body and 
means for covering said lens includes a member to cover and uncover said lens by sliding in a 
horizontal direction at the upper edge of the front of said camera body. 

22. (Currently Amended) A digital camera comprising: 
a camera body; 

an optical system having a lens positioned on a front of said camera body; 
a display device positioned on a rear of said camera body; and 
means for covering said display device, 

wherein said lens is arranged at an upper edge of the front of said camera body and 
said means for covering said lens includes a member to cover and uncover said lens by 
sliding in a vertical direction at the upper edge of the front of said camera body , and 

wherein said means for covering said lens and said means for covering said display 
device are separately provided on said camera body . 
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23. (Canceled) 

24. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim [[23]] 32, wherein the first 
cover device includes a cover member that is slidably actuated between an open position and 
a closed position. 

25. (Original) The method according to Claim 24, wherein the cover member is 
configured to be latched in the open position and in the closed position, and is configured to 
be spring biased. 

26. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim [[23]] 32, wherein the first 
cover device is configured to actuate a power switch to the digital camera when the first 
cover device is moved from a closed position to an open position. 

27. (Canceled) 

28. (Canceled) 

29. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim [[27]] 32, wherein the 
second cover device is configured to actuate a power switch to the digital camera when the 
second cover device is moved from a closed position to an open position. 

30. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim [[27]] 32, further 
comprising the step of mechanically coupling the first cover device to the second cover 
device such that the first cover device and the second cover device are simultaneously 
actuated between an open position and a closed position. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim [[27]] 32, wherein the 
second cover device is configured to cover a flash device provided on the digital camera. 

32. (Currently Amended) A method for protecting a digital camera, the digital 
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camera including a camera body, an optical system having a lens positioned on a front of the 
camera body, and a display device positioned on a rear of the camera body, said method 
comprising the step of: 

covering the display device with a first cover device, 

wherein the lens is arranged at an upper edge of the front of the camera body and the a 
second cover device is provided that includes a member to cover and uncover the lens by 
sliding in a horizontal direction at the upper edge of the front of the camera body. 

33. (Currently Amended) A method for protecting a digital camera, the digital 
camera including a camera body, an optical system having a lens positioned on a front of the 
camera body, and a display device positioned on a rear of the camera body, said method 
comprising the step of: 

covering the display device with a first cover device, 

wherein the lens is arranged at an upper edge of the front of the camera body and the a 
second cover device is provided that includes a member to cover and uncover the lens by 
sliding in a vertical direction at the upper edge of the front of the camera body , and 

wherein the first cover device and the second cover device are separately provided on 
the camera body . 

34. (Currently Amended) A digital camera comprising: 
a camera body; 

an optical system having a lens positioned on a front surface of said camera body; 
a display device positioned on a top surface of said camera body; and 
a first cover device configured to cover said display device^ 
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wherein said top surface abuts said front surface , 

35. (Currently Amended) A digital camera comprising: 
a camera body; 

an optical system having a lens positioned on a front surface of said camera body; 
a display device positioned on a top surface of said camera body; and 
means for covering said display device A 
wherein said top surface abuts said front surface . 

36. (Currently Amended) A method for protecting a digital camera, the digital 
camera including a camera body, an optical system having a lens positioned on a front 
surface of said camera body, and a display device positioned on a top surface of said camera 
body, said method comprising the step of: 

covering the display device with a first cover device A 
wherein the top surface abuts the front surface . 

37. (Currently Amended) The digital camera according to Claim [[1]] K), wherein 
said first cover device includes a cover member, said cover member being generally planar. 

38. (Currently Amended) The digital camera according to Claim [[12]] 21, wherein 
said means for covering said display device includes a cover member, said cover member 
being generally planar. 

39. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim [[23]] 32, wherein the first 
cover device includes a cover member, the cover member being generally planar. 

40. (Previously Presented) The digital camera according to Claim 34, wherein said 
first cover device includes a cover member, said cover member being generally planar. 
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41. (Previously Presented) The digital camera according to Claim 35, wherein said 
means for covering said display device includes a cover member, said cover member being 
generally planar. 

42. (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim 36, wherein the first 
cover device includes a cover member, the cover member being generally planar. 

43. (New) The digital camera according to Claim 10, wherein said first cover and 
said second cover are separately provided on said camera body. 

44. (New) The digital camera according to Claim 11, wherein said first cover device 
includes a cover member that is slidably actuated between an open position and a closed 
position. 

45. (New) The digital camera according to Claim 44, wherein said cover member is 
configured to be latched in the open position and in the closed position, and is configured to 
be spring biased. 

46. (New) The digital camera according to Claim 1 1 , wherein said first cover device 
is configured to actuate a power switch to said digital camera when said first cover device is 
moved from a closed position to an open position. 

47. (New) The digital camera according to Claim 11, wherein said second cover 
device is configured to actuate a power switch to said digital camera when said second cover 
device is moved from a closed position to an open position. 

48. (New) The digital camera according to Claim 11, wherein said first cover device 
is mechanically coupled to said second cover device such that said first cover device and said 
second cover device are simultaneously actuated between an open position and a closed 
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position. 

49. (New) The digital camera according to Claim 1 1, further comprising a flash 
device, said second cover device being configured to cover said flash device. 

50. (New) The digital camera according to Claim 11, wherein said first cover device 
includes a cover member, said cover member being generally planar. 

5 1 . (New) The digital camera according to Claim 21 , wherein said means for 
covering said lens and said means for covering said display device are separately provided on 
said camera body. 

52. (New) The digital camera according to Claim 22, wherein said means for 
covering said display device includes a cover member that is slidably actuated between an 
open position and a closed position. 

53. (New) The digital camera according to Claim 52, further comprising: 

means for latching said cover member in the open position and in the closed position; 

and 

means for biasing said cover member toward the open position or the closed position. 

54. (New) The digital camera according to Claim 22, wherein said means for 
covering said display device is configured to actuate a power switch to said digital camera 
when said means for covering said display device is moved from a closed position to an open 
position. 

55. (New) The digital camera according to Claim 22, wherein said means for 
covering said lens is configured to actuate a power switch to said digital camera when said 
means for covering said lens is moved from a closed position to an open position. 
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56. (New) The digital camera according to Claim 22, further comprising means for 
coupling said means for covering said display device to said means for covering said lens 
such that said means for covering said display device and said means for covering said lens 
are simultaneously actuated between an open position and a closed position. 

57. (New) The digital camera according to Claim 22, further comprising a flash 
device, said means for covering said lens being configured to cover said flash device. 

58. (New) The digital camera according to Claim 22, wherein said means for 
covering said display device includes a cover member, said cover member being generally 
planar. 

59. (New) The method according to Claim 32, wherein the first cover device and the 
second cover device are separately provided on the camera body. 

60. (New) The method according to Claim 33, wherein the first cover device 
includes a cover member that is slidably actuated between an open position and a closed 
position. 

61 . (New) The method according to Claim 60, wherein the cover member is 
configured to be latched in the open position and in the closed position, and is configured to 
be spring biased. 

62. (New) The method according to Claim 33, wherein the first cover device is 
configured to actuate a power switch to the digital camera when the first cover device is 
moved from a closed position to an open position. 

63. (New) The method according to Claim 33, wherein the second cover device is 
configured to actuate a power switch to the digital camera when the second cover device is 
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moved from a closed position to an open position. 

64. (New) The method according to Claim 33, further comprising the step of 
mechanically coupling the first cover device to the second cover device such that the first 
cover device and the second cover device are simultaneously actuated between an open 
position and a closed position. 

65. (New) The method according to Claim 33, wherein the second cover device is 
configured to cover a flash device provided on the digital camera. 

66. (New) The method according to Claim 3 3, wherein the first cover device 
includes a cover member, the cover member being generally planar. 
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